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SUBJECT t Award of Military Declarstions to CIA Employees o
)
/-]
b

W

1. Ae = resgult of my previous memorandum to you on this subject, dated
31 July 1953, a question vas raised as to our legal disabilities to give mili-
tary awvards to CIA personnel. There is attached for your informstion e nemo-
randum from the Office of the (eneral Counsel which in substance indicetes
that the law permite s delepation of authority to make military awards cnly to
appropriate officers of the military services who are in positions of commernd
responsibility of a strictly military or nsval nature.

2. This subject was discussed at a meeling of the Steering Group, CIA
Career Service Board, on 31 August 1953. The Steering Group generslly agrsed
that even 1f legal authority existed, there should be no effort (o secure such
e delegation to an indlsidual assigoed to CI2. It was belfeved that the aer-
vices would not look with favor on a further dispersal of authority to make
awardig, 29X1A

4. At the Steering Group meeting there was slso ralsed the question of
whether CIA should atiempt to gecure sn amendment to the Executive Order con-
cerning the Medal of Freedom wvhich would permit the DCI to make such ewards.
The matter was to be studied further and recommendsticns will be forthcoming.
The Steering Groupy epproved in principle the recommendation of the Honor
twards Board that there be established a progrem consisting of three civilian
medals, which program is similar to that of the Department of State. The
authority for such a progrem already exists in law. For your information the
Gteering Group alsc spproved the degign of the National Secupity Kedal. This
material will come to you through another channel.
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